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Reimagining Regional Policy through Creative Engagement 

explores how creative, participatory practices can open new 

ways of thinking about regional policymaking.

Developed through a year-long programme of co-created 

workshops across the North East, the exhibition brings together 

policymakers, civil servants, local authorities, academics, 

artists, and community partners. Using storytelling, creative 

cartography, collective drawing, and aesthetic prompts, 

participants examined how place, identity, and lived experience 

shape public decision-making.

Positioned at the intersection of culture and governance, the 

exhibition invites visitors to encounter policy not as a distant 

or abstract process, but as something rooted in place, shaped 

through dialogue, and imagined collectively. It offers new 

perspectives on inclusive governance, civic pride, and place-

responsive futures.

	

Film Screenings

The Forum, Darlington  

Borough Rd, Darlington DL1 1SG

A series of associated public events will 

extend the exhibition programme beyond  

the gallery space.

Tuesday 10 March 2026

7pm to 9pm screening

I, Daniel Blake, 2016

directed by Ken Loach

Sixteen Films

Wednesday 25 March 2026

7pm to 9pm screening and panel discussion 

In the Veins, 2025

directed by Ben Lamb 

Yorkshire North East Film Archive

The Land Remembers, 2025 

directed by Azadeh Fatehrad 
Northern Heartlands



Nikos Gaitanopoulos

Nikos Gaitanopoulos is an artist, author, 

and lecturer at Teesside University, where 

he has taught for six years alongside his 

freelance digital practice. He has produced 

illustrations for board games and book 

covers, concept art for video games,  

and published illustrated fantasy books  

and fiction. 

Yuqin Liu 

Yuqin Liu is an MA student in 2D Animation 

and Stop Motion at Teesside University, 

graduating in 2026. Her practice centres 

on character design, illustration, and type 

design, developed through an expressive 

and playful visual language. Through 

animation and stylised imagery, she 

brings imaginative concepts to life, using 

humour and character-driven storytelling 

as accessible tools for communication, 

engagement, and shared creative dialogue.

Tahera Malik

Tahera Malik is a comic artist and illustrator 

whose work blends everyday experience 

with fantastical storytelling. Currently 

based between Muscat and Middlesbrough, 

her practice is shaped by migration, 

impermanence, and shifting perspectives. 

Through humour, introspection, and visual 

narrative, Tahera explores themes of 

belonging, uncertainty, and the unfinished. 

Katherine O’Connor

Katherine O’Connor is an award-winning 

director, artist, and academic whose 

practice spans animation, installation, and 

site-responsive work. Based at Teesside 

University for over twenty years, she has 

directed internationally screened films 

and created installations for galleries and 

museums. Her work explores materiality, 

memory, and the uncanny, often bridging 

artistic practice with public engagement. 

Katherine’s contributions reflect a long-

standing commitment to creative methods 

as tools for dialogue, imagination, and place-

based inquiry.

Alexandra Todor 

Alexandra Todor is an artist and concept art 

lecturer at Teesside University, where she 

has taught since 2021. Her practice centres 

on 2D animation and stylised artwork for 

children’s media and video games. Drawing 

inspiration from nature, the countryside, 

and childhood memory, her work blends the 

fantastical with the everyday. 

Hillary Uzomba

Hillary Uzomba is a multidisciplinary artist 

and poet whose work explores memory, 

emotion, and what it means to be human. 

Born in Nigeria and now based in North 

Yorkshire, her practice is shaped by 

movement, place, and lived experience. 

Working across ink, paint, and digital media, 

Hillary is drawn to bold colour and intuitive 

mark-making. 

Aaron Warters

Aaron Warters is an animator, educator, 

and researcher based at Teesside 

University, specialising in 2D and stop-

motion animation. With over twelve years’ 

experience across education, museums, 

and freelance practice, his work explores 

animation as a participatory tool for 

storytelling and identity-making. Aaron’s 

current research focuses t using hands-on 

stop-motion processes to support care-

experienced individuals and communities, 

foregrounding creativity as a means of 

reflection, connection, and collective 

expression.
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